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into any engagement as to the course they meant to take
with regard to the Saxon monarch. He would, therefore, be
at their mercy, and in his rich provinces they had strong
motives for severity.

About eight o'clock in the evening the corps of Victor
and Augerean,' the ambulances, part   of the  artillery,  the
cavalry, and the imperial  guard began to retreat.    While
they were passing through Lindenau, Ney, Marmont, and
Reynier  guarded  the   suburbs   of   Halle   and   Eosenthal.
Lauriston, Macdonald, and Poniatowski entered the town and
established themselves behind the gates, the walls of which
had battlements.    Thus all was ready for an obstinate resist-
ance by the rear-guard, and the army was free to retreat in
good order.    Still, Napoleon, wishing to spare the town the
horrors of street fighting, had allowed the magistrates to
petition the. allied sovereigns for an armistice of a few hours
that the evacuation might be conducted with order.    This
humane proposal was rejected, and the   allies, in hope of
profiting by any disorder which might arise in the French
rear-guard, scrupled not to expose one of the largest towns in
Germany to total destruction.    Then, in their indignation,
several generals  proposed  to  the  Emperor to  secure the
retreat of his army by concentrating it within the town, and
setting fire to all the suburbs except that of Lindenau.    I
think that the refusal to allow us to retreat unmolested justi-
fied us in employing all possible means of defence, and that
as fire was the most effective we should have made use of it;
but Napoleon could  not   make  up his   mind to it.    This
excessive magnanimity lost  him  his  erown, for the fight
which I am going to relate cost us nearly as many men as
the three days' battle.    Indeed, it was more disastrous, for it
demoralised the army, which would otherwise have reached
France in considerable strength; and the fine way in which
our weak remnant opposed the allies for three months shows
pretty well what we could have done if the survivors of the
great battle had recrossed the Ehine without losing their
"\R and their organisation.    France would probably have
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